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The Citizen-Powered Community Newspaper.

Emergency planning and 
food storage program to 
be held Sept. 24

CELEBRATING WESTLAKE’S BICENTENNIAL

by Joyce Able Schroth

Several months ago, Greg Lassen was contemplating 
a Westlake Bicentennial program tentatively titled, 
Then and Now. Since he has created and follows his 

own food storage plan and has experience in gardening, 
it was a natural consideration to look at the differences of 
1811 and 2011.

How similar yesteryear is to today in many respects – 
from growing and harvesting vegetables, fruits and grains 
with storage in cellars and spring houses to the same grow-
ing season, albeit refined with modernized tools. But the 
spirit of provident living remains the same – using the earth’s 
resources wisely and not wastefully and preparing for emer-
gencies.

In 1811, early Dover/Westlake settlers planned for 1812 
and beyond with food and resources to sustain them and 
their families. Fast forward to 2011 and the natural disasters 
that developed after Greg Lassen’s program plan…tornadoes 
in the Midwest, especially Joplin, Mo., Hurricane Irene hit-
ting the heavily populated East Coast and an earthquake 
in Virginia that was felt in a community 200 years old. In 
interviews, many victims of these natural disasters lamented 
the lack of emergency food, clothing and a plan.

The presentation planned some months ago remains 
the same, but the urgency of community members to learn 
more may be heightened. Interestingly enough, September 
is National Preparedness Month.

Then and Now will be held on Saturday, Sept. 24, at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 25000 Westwood 
Rd. in Westlake from 1-4 p.m.

by Elaine Willis

Photographer Walter Grossman 
will celebrate the art, architec-
ture and artifacts of Cleveland’s 

sacred structures on Tuesday, Sept. 
20, at 7 p.m. at Westlake Porter Public 
Library. Grossman is co-author of the 
book “Cleveland’s Vanishing Sacred 
Architecture.”

His co-author, Barry Herman, shares his passion for preserving 
the memory of Cleveland’s ethnic churches not only for their signifi-
cant contributions but also so that other generations do not forget 
them. Pictures of these incredible churches take on new meaning 
when coupled with the fact that they may soon be gone. Copies of 
the book will be available for purchase.

To register please call 440-250-5462 or visit http://signup.
westlakelibrary.org. 

Learn about Cleveland’s 
sacred architecture Sept. 20 
at Porter Library

by Joyce Sandy

Pulitzer Prize finalist and 
Ohio State University 
teacher Lee Martin will 

discuss his latest book “Break the 
Skin” on Thursday, Sept. 22, at 
7 p.m. at the Bay Village Branch 
of the Cuyahoga County Public 
Library. Mr. Martin is the author 
of two memoirs and several 
novels – including “The Bright 
Forever,” nominated for the 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2006 
– and has also been awarded fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Ohio 
Arts Council. 

His newest book takes place in the small towns 
of Illinois where the author grew up. In recent inter-
views with “Brevity,” an online literary journal, 
Martin stated, “I’ve stayed with what I know most 
intimately: the landscape of the Midwest and what 

lies beneath the seemingly ordinary 
surface of its small towns. I find the lives 
there extremely compelling...”

Hailed as a well-crafted tale of 
romantic desperation, the story is told 
in first person, which keeps the reader 
enthralled and speculating up to the 
very shocking ending. Copies will be 
fore sale and a book signing will follow 
the presentation.

Should this sound like a compelling 
read for you, join us for a book discus-
sion on the previous night, Wednesday, 
Sept. 21, at 7 p.m. at the library. Copies 

of “Break the Skin” are available now to check out 
at the library at 502 Cahoon 
Rd. in Bay Village.

Registration and infor-
mation on both of these pro-
grams can be viewed online 
at cuyahogalibrary.org or by 
calling 871-6392.  

Pulitzer Prize finalist to appear at Bay Library

Lee Martin will visit 
Bay Library Sept. 22

by Cynthia Eakin

The actions of one area Boy Scout have ben-
efitted the citizens of Bay Village and the Bay 
Village Historical Society twice.

A few years ago, young Billy Wolf was walking 
near the remains of the old electric railway bridge 
in Bay Village, when he found a ticket dropped by 
a passenger on the train many years before. Wolf 
donated that ticket to the Bay Village Historical 

Society, to be framed and displayed at the Reuben 
Osborn Learning Center and museum.

This past summer, when considering projects 
for his Eagle Scout designation, Wolf crossed paths 
with the historical society once again. Wolf and his 
mother were driving past the Reuben Osborn Learn-
ing Center on Lake Road, when they noticed that the 
building was badly in need of painting. 

Reuben Osborn house looks 
appealing, thanks to area Scouts

Troop 159 Scouts paint the Reuben Osborn Learning Center. Pictured, from left: (On ladders) Nick Eifel, Shamus 
Fenner, Ethan Arko; (On the ground) Adam Grimes, William “Billy” Wolf, Andrew Arko, Brian Weir and Kenny Koster

 » See FOOD, page 5 » See SCOUTS, page 5
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We do not accept any form of payment for the inclusion 
of articles.

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a locally-owned 
and operated citizen-based news source published 
biweekly.

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep 
in mind when writing for the Observer:

Anyone who lives, works or has a vested interest •	
in Westlake or Bay Village is encouraged to 
contribute.
Aim for 300-500 words. •	
Check your facts. Take the extra time to ensure •	
accuracy.
Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy •	
others’ work and remember to credit your sources.
Be respectful of others.•	
Write for the community. Your stories will be read •	
by people throughout Westlake and Bay Village 
(and beyond) so keep the audience in mind when 
choosing topics.
Know you’ll be edited. All stories pass through •	
editors who review stories for spelling and 

grammar. We try to keep 
the news as “unfiltered” 
as possible, but may edit 
length and content if necessary.
Disclose your affiliation. If you have a personal or •	
business relationship with the subject of your story, 
let your readers know.
Don’t write stories solely to promote your •	
business–that’s what ads are for.

Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for 
advice or help with topics, content or the submission 
process. 
To join in, sign-up through the Member Center at 
www.wbvobserver.com and submit your stories & 
photos. Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of 2 
megabytes in size. If you have questions, contact us 
at staff@wbvobserver.com. 
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services

440-871-8588 
 www.drdavecares.com

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening 

or $50 Gift Certificate to 
Giant Eagle with 
new patient exam 

and x-rays
Limit 2 per family

B A Y L A N E S

BOWLING

27229 Wolf Rd., Bay Village

440-871-0911
www.BayLanesBowl.com

Looking for Fun?  
Join a 

BOWLING LEAGUE 
at Bay Lanes

Couples, Men’s & 
Ladies Leagues.  

Call now or go to 
baylanesbowl.com 

to sign up.

Images by photographer James Guilford 
will be featured during the month of 
September in the art gallery of Westlake 

Porter Public Library. The title of the show is 
“Down by the Pond” and it will feature nearly 
two dozen photographs of plants, animals, 
and scenery found around small bodies of 
water located in Northeastern Ohio.

Guilford has been taking pictures since 
he was about six years of age. His first camera 
was a plastic box camera purchased, as he 
recalls, through a mail order offer found on 
a box of Cheerios cereal. Over the years he 
progressed through a number of snapshot 
cameras, both new and antique, 35mm SLR 
and medium-format film cameras, and finally 
into the realm of digital SLR photography.

A former newspaper then commercial 
photographer, he has been published in 
many places including Northern Ohio Live, 
Cleveland Magazine, National Geographic 
World, and the house organs of several large 
regional organizations. He has also had sev-
eral one-person shows and, some time ago, 
a photograph selected for inclusion in the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s late juried “May 
Show.”

These days, Guilford makes his living as 
IT Manager at Westlake Porter Public Library 
and practices his photography as an artistic outlet. Digital 
SLR cameras made it possible for him to reenter the field 
and create imagery of quality high enough to suit his expec-
tations.

“For a number of years I had no darkroom in which I 
could create prints,” he explained. “With digital technology 
I am able to select, adjust, and output my pictures the way 

I see them.”
While he still misses his old black and white darkroom, “I 

derive satisfaction and appreciate the magic that comes from 
the modern photographic process. I don’t miss the harsh 
chemicals and plumbing problems of the old days!”

Down by the Pond will be on display from Sept. 6-30 at 
the library. The gallery is free and open to the public during 
normal library hours. 

Nature photographs on display at Porter 
Library through September

James Guilford’s photo of a Halloween Pennant dragonfly in the 
Caley Reservation of Lorain Metroparks in June 2011 is one of many 
nature-themed images on display in his exhibit in the Porter Library 
art gallery this month.
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Delivering a variety of  
birthing options.

For over 20 years, the midwives at Lakewood Hospital have been  

offering alternative birthing services such as water births,  

as well as support, advice and personalized care. Our team of experts is  

just minutes away from Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital Level III  

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Fairview Hospital.

Call 216.227.2500 for an appointment.

lakewoodhospital.org/midwifery
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by Tom Meyrose

Huntington Playhouse 
is excited to announce 
a fundraising event to 

benefit the theatre. The event, 
a clambake/silent auction and 
dance, will take place on Sat-
urday, Oct. 15, from 6-11 p.m. 
Tickets are $60 per person with 
$30 as a qualifying tax deduc-
tion.

The admission includes 
appetizers, one dozen clams, 
1/2-chicken, potato, rolls, 
butter, deserts, beverages and 
entertainment. Additional 
clams may be purchased and 
there are chicken-only dinners 
available for those who wish.

The silent auction will fea-
ture a wide variety of items from 
local merchants, restaurants 
and organizations. There is also 
an opportunity to win a one-

week stay at a condo in Florida. 
John Lanigan from WMJI-FM  
and Managing Director Tom 
Meyrose will make sure the 
silent auction is not so “silent” 
and music will be provided by 
David Coxe. Space is limited so 
get your tickets now.

Also, “Man of LaMancha” 
continues through Sept. 11 and 
registration for our fall chil-
dren’s theatre program will end 
on Saturday, Sept. 10, at 10 a.m. 
with the first class. A registration 
form is available on our website 
at www.huntingtonplayhouse.
com.

For more details about the 
fundraiser, “Man of LaMancha” 
or children’s theatre, contact the 
box office at 440-871-8333. Hun-
tington Playhouse is located at 
28601 Lake Rd. in Bay Village 
and is an affiliate of the Cleve-
land Metroparks. 

Huntington Playhouse news

by Brenda O’Reilly

The Bay Village Green Team has arranged 
for another Habitat for Humanity drop-
off at the Bay Village Police Department 

parking lot, 28000 Wolf Rd., on Saturday, Sept. 
17, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Donate your usable items 
and provide direct benefits to our local economy. 
Your donations are sold to other area residents 
through the Habitat for Humanity ReStore, 
and the proceeds support Habitat’s mission to 
eliminate poverty housing through home con-
struction and rehabilitation. The money is used 
to purchase building materials to make home 
ownership a dream for deserving families. 

The Greater Cleveland ReStore is one of the 
largest reuse and recycle centers in Cuyahoga 
County. Not only does your donated item get 
reused, thousands of tons of usable materials are 
diverted from the local landfill in Oberlin.

If you have large items, you can also arrange 
for home pick up by contacting Jerry Jarc at 440-
823-4579 prior to Sept. 17.

Items accepted: furniture, building supplies 
(windows, doors, kitchen and bath cabinets, 

lighting fixtures, sinks, tubs, showers, plumb-
ing/electric/HVAC items, lumber, tile, full rolls of 
wallpaper), tools (hand, power, yard), landscap-
ing items, and MORE. Items must be in good, 
usable condition. Items can be as small as cabi-
net handles or as large as a Jacuzzi.

Items NOT accepted: Mattresses, paint, 
clothing.

If you are planning to remodel in the future... 
donate your old cabinets, sinks, hardware, etc., 
by calling 216-429-3631 or have your remodeling 
contractor call.

You can also drop off items directly at the 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore, located at 2110 
W. 110th St., Cleveland, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
Tuesday-Friday. Visit www.clevelandrestore.org 
for details.

Donations to the ReStore come from a vari-
ety of sources: homeowners, contractors, Habitat 
salvage crew, independent salvage, demolition/
deconstruction, retail outlets, manufacturers 
and tool drives.

The donations are prepared for sale to the 
public. All items are sold on a first-come, first-
serve basis. 

Habitat for Humanity drop-off   
Sept. 17 at BVPD parking lot

by Beth Moffat

Flag Football, Grades 1/2 & Grades 3/4
Games: Saturdays, Sept. 17-Oct. 29
Practices and games start soon, sign up now! 

Get a head start on learning and improving football 
skills.
Youth Girls Volleyball League, Grades 4-8

Games: Saturdays, Sept. 24-Nov. 12
Learn the fundamentals of volleyball in a fun, 

recreational environment. Teams practice one hour 
per week in addition to Saturday games, all located 
at the middle school gym.
Youth Basketball Clinic, Grades 1-8

Sundays, October 9, 16, 23
Boys: 12-2:00 p.m.
Girls: 2-4:00 p.m.
All clinics take place in the middle 

school gym.
Zumba Fitness

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Mondays & Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. (begins 

Sept. 19)
Purchase a pass and attend up to 15 classes 

good for any time or day. 10-day passes are $55, 
15-day passes are $82.50. All classes are held at the 
Community Gym.
 Junior Futsal, Ages 3 & 4

Fridays; Session I: Oct. 7-Nov. 11, Session II: 
Jan. 13-Feb. 17

Futsal is a great way to build soccer fundamen-
tals by learning control, touch and tricks with a small 
ball in small teams.
Karate Do, Ages 6 & Up

Saturdays; Advanced: 9:30-11 a.m., Beginner: 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Session I: Sept. 10-Oct. 15
Session II: Oct. 22-Dec. 3
Session III: Jan. 7-Feb. 11

After School Youth Tennis, Grades K-8
Mondays & Thursdays at Westerly School gym
Session I: Sept. 26-Oct. 27
Session II: Oct. 31-Dec. 5

Youth Yoga, Grades 4-6
Wednesdays; Session I: Oct. 5-Nov. 9, Session 

II: Jan. 18-Feb. 22

Preschool Playtime, Ages 5 & Under
Oct. 3, 2011-May 2012
Fee: $2/child;10-day pass: $15
Release some energy at the Community Gym! 

Parent supervision required. Bouncing balls, tumble 
mats and more! No registration needed for this pro-
gram. Sign in and pay at the Community Gym.
Creative Dramatics, Ages 7-10

Tuesdays, Oct. 4-Nov. 29
Students cultivate their creative talents and 

independent thinking skills through role playing, 
improv, theater stage crafting and dramatic play. On 
the last day of class, students will perform a show-
case for family and friends!
Creative Drama, Ages 11-14

Tuesdays, Oct. 4-Nov. 29
Theater exercises will engage students in their 

understanding and performance of a dramatic 
scene. Students will perform a showcase for family 
and friends on the last day!
Kids Drawing Class, Ages 7 & Up

Wednesdays, Oct. 5-26
Have fun with drawing! Children will learn the 

basics of drawing animals, people and perspective. 
All skill levels welcomed!
Dog Obedience

Wednesdays, Sept. 21-Oct. 26
Dogs must be at least 8 weeks old and no older 

than 6 years. Please bring proof of vaccines to first 
class.
Fitness Room @ Community Gym

School Year Hours
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m.-2 p.m., 5-9 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday: 12-4 p.m.
Bay Village residents or those employed in the 

city are eligible for membership. Proof of residency 
or employment is required. Must be 13 years old to 
use equipment, ages 13-17 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Registrations must be done at the Rec-
reation Department, 400 Bryson Lane, between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

To sign up for any program or for more infor-
mation, log on to www.bayrec.org or visit the Rec-
reation Dept. at 400 Bryson Lane. Feel free to call 
us at 440-871-6755 if you have any questions. 

Upcoming Bay Village Recreation 
Department programsby Kenneth Cooper

“Forks Over Knives,” 
the highly acclaimed 
film which movie 

critic Roger Ebert called “a film 
that can save your life” will be 
shown at Unity Spiritual Center 
in Westlake on Thursday, Sept. 
22, at 7:00 p.m.

The documen-
tary examines the 
profound claim 
that most, if not all, 
of the degenerative 
diseases that afflict 
us can be controlled, 
or even reversed, 
by rejecting our 
present menu of 
animal-based and 
processed foods.

The major 
storyline traces the personal 
journeys of Dr. Colin Campbell, 
a nutritional scientist from Cor-
nell University, and Dr. Caldwell 
Esselstyn, a former top surgeon 
at the world renowned Cleve-
land Clinic. Inspired by remark-
able discoveries in their young 
careers, these men conducted 
several groundbreaking stud-
ies.

Their separate research led 
them to the same startling con-
clusion: degenerative diseases 
like heart disease, Type 2 diabe-
tes, and even several forms of 
cancer, could almost always be 
prevented – and in many cases, 
reversed – by adopting a whole 
foods, plant-based diet.

The idea of food as medi-
cine was put to the test. In 
the film, cameras follow real 
patients who have chronic con-
ditions from heart disease to 
diabetes. Doctors teach these 

patients how to adopt a whole 
foods plant-based diet as the 
primary approach to treat their 
ailments, while the challenges 
and triumphs of their journey 
are revealed.

Unity member Jim White’s 
passion for this film and Dr. 
Esselstyn’s program moti-
vated him to arrange a public 

showing of this 
groundbreak-
ing film at Unity 
Spiritual Center. 
White emphati-
cally professes, 
“The works of Dr. 
Esselstyn and Dr. 
Campbell have 
had a profound 
and incredibly 
positive effect on 
my health and 

happiness.”
He credits the whole foods, 

plant-based program with his 
significant weight loss, as well as 
a reduction in his triglycerides, 
blood pressure, and total cho-
lesterol, all this without medi-
cation. As he says, “I feel better 
than I have for 15 to 20 years.” It 
is no wonder then that he wants 
to share this film with as many 
people as possible.

“Forks Over Knives” will be 
shown on Thursday, Sept. 22 
at 7:00 p.m. at Unity Spiritual 
Center, 23855 Detroit Rd, just 
west of Clague Road in Westlake. 
Nature’s Bin, where parts of the 
movie were filmed, will be pro-
viding free vegan refreshments 
after the film. 

Advance tickets for $5 will 
be available online at www.uni-
tyhallpresents.com or by calling 
the Unity office at 440-835-0400. 
Seating is limited. 

Unity to screen ‘a film that 
can save your life’ Sept. 22
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September events at Westlake 
Porter Public Library

WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

by Elaine Willis

Wednesday, Sept. 7 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’s sing and dance! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. No registration required.

Wednesday, Sept. 7 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
cuyahoga West geneaLogi-
caL society heLp session – 
The Cuyahoga West Genealogical Soci-
ety will present a free genealogy help 
session for the public. Stop in to find 
out how to start researching your family 
tree or get advice about roadblocks.

Wednesday, Sept. 7 (4-5 p.m.) 
Wii Wednesday – Come play Wii 
with us on Wednesdays after school! 
We’ll feature a different game each 
week. Ages 10-18.

Thursday, Sept. 8 (7 p.m.) non-
Fiction Book discussion – 
The September selection is “Hamlet’s 
Blackberry: A Practical Philosophy for 
Building a Good Life in the Digital Age” 
by William Powers.

Friday, Sept. 9 (10:30-11:15 
a.m.) come pLay With me! – 
Open playtime with age-appropriate 
toys, songs and rhymes for ages 2-5 and 
their caring adults. Registration begins 
Sept. 2.

Saturday, Sept. 10 (10 a.m.-2 
p.m.) craFts a go-go! – Join us 
for a fun and easy craft experience! All 
supplies provided; just drop in. A new, 
cool craft idea every time! Please note: 
The Sept. 10 craft will be peace doves, 
which will be hung in the Youth Servic-
es Department in memory of Christina 
Ryook, for whom Christina’s Corner is 
named, and all of the 9/11 victims.

Saturday, Sept. 10 (2-3 p.m.) 
Brick BuiLders cLuB – Love 
those LEGO bricks? Then bring your 
ideas and imagination to the club! All 
bricks provided. Ages 6-13. Registration 
begins Sept. 3.

Saturday, Sept. 10 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
porter’s FaLL FestivaL – Cel-
ebrate the beginning of fall with Porter’s 
Fall Festival. We’ll have leaf-rubbing 
and apple print crafts, stories and a 
special treat! Drop-in program for ages 
5 and up.

Sunday, Sept. 11 (1-5 p.m) 
LiBrary open on sundays 
For schooL year starting 
today

Monday, Sept.12 – Fall Storytime 
session begins.

Storytimes are as follows:

Lapsit storytime – Join Miss Jamie 
for songs, rhymes and play! For ages 6-24 
months with caregiver. Mondays, Tues-
days OR Thursdays (9:30 a.m.).

toddLer storytime – Join Miss 
Beth and Poe for stories, rhymes and 
songs. For ages 2 to 3-1/2 with caregiv-
er. Mondays, Tuesdays OR Thursdays 
(10:15 a.m.).

preschooL storytime – Sto-
ries, songs and rhymes for ages 3-1/2 

to 5; siblings and families welcome. 
Wednesdays (1:30 p.m.).

Tuesday, Sept. 13 (7 p.m.) tues-
day evening Book discus-
sion – The September selection is 
“Great House” by Nicole Krauss.

Wednesday, Sept. 14 (10:30-11 
a.m.) Let’s sing and dance! – 
Join us for a fun session of singing and 
dancing. For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. No registration required.

Wednesday, Sept. 14 (4-5 p.m.) 
Wii Wednesday – Come play Wii 
with us on Wednesdays after school! 
We’ll feature a different game each 
week. Ages 10-18.

Saturday, Sept. 17 (10-10:45 
a.m.) saturday morning 
Lapsit storytime – Join us for 
songs, rhymes and stories, then stay 
and play! For ages 6-24 months with 
caregiver.

Saturday, Sept. 17 (10 a.m.-2 
p.m.) craFts a go-go! – Join us 
for a fun and easy craft experience! All 
supplies provided; just drop in. A new, 
cool craft idea every time!

Saturday, Sept. 17 (10:45 a.m.) 
West side Writers

Saturday, Sept. 17 (2-4 p.m.) Teen 
Movie: “I Am Number Four” – Three are 
dead. Who is number four? John Smith 
is an extraordinary teen masking his 
true identity to elude a deadly enemy 
sent to destroy him. For ages 13-18. This 
film is rated PG-13. Please register start-
ing Sept. 10.

Sunday, Sept. 18 (2 p.m.) sunday 
sounds – The Friends of the Library 
will present the Marimba Quartet with 
Joseph Adato.

Monday, Sept. 19 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
monday night movie: “true 
grit” – A teenage farm girl, a U.S. 
Marshal, and a Texas Ranger join forces 
to bring a murderer to justice in this 
2010 Western film nominated for ten 
Academy Awards. Please register.

Tuesday, Sept. 20 (7-9 p.m.) 
mad4manga – M4M is everything 
manga! We talk about manga, create 
manga art, discuss and watch anime 
films, and more! Grades 6-12 only.

Tuesday, Sept. 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
cLeveL and’s vanishing 
sacred architecture – Join 
photographer Walter Grossman as he 
discusses his book, “Cleveland’s Van-
ishing Sacred Architecture,” which he 
co-wrote with Barry K. Herman. Books 
will be available for purchase. Please 
register.

Wednesday, Sept. 21 (4-5 p.m.) 
Wii Wednesday – Come play Wii 
with us on Wednesdays after school! 
We’ll feature a different game each 
week. Ages 10-18.

Wednesday, Sept. 21 (6:30 p.m.) 
cuyahoga West geneaLogi-
caL society

To register for any of the programs, 
please call 440-871-2600 or visit http://
signup.westlakelibrary.org:8080.

by Joyce Sandy

Happy September to all! School is 
back in session and the leaves 
will be changing soon. Now is 

the perfect time to enjoy the beautiful 
days and be sure to make the Bay Library 
one of your stops as you’re out and about. 
There are many upcoming programs 
for all ages and interests and enticing 
displays of different books. Don’t forget 
about the online Touchdown for Read-
ing game for grades K–8. Register, read, 
record and  win!

aduLt department

Thursday, Sept. 8 (7:30 p.m.) 
thursday evening Book dis-
cussion – The book we’ll be dis-
cussing is “Let the Great World Spin” by 
Colum McCann and it can be picked up 
at the library.

Tuesday, Sept. 27 (7 p.m.) meet 
mary doria russeLL – Meet the 
author of the recently released “Doc: A 
Novel,” a Western and mystery rolled 
into one. Come hear this Pulitzer Prize–
nominated author talk about the real Doc 
Holliday.  Books will be available for sign-
ing after the presentation.

teen department

Tuesday, Sept. 13 (3:30 p.m.) 
cLuB okatu – For ages 11 and up. 
Do you love manga, anime and video 
games? Watch anime, discuss your favor-
ite manga book and make a creative proj-
ect or two.

Monday, Sept. 19 (7 p.m.) girLs 
in Bay Book discussion – Girls 
in grades 5-7 with an adult female friend 
are invited to discuss a great book, share 
a snack and do a related project.

chiLdren’s department:

Storytimes begin on Sept. 6 and run until 
the first week of December. Please check 
online or in the flyer for days and times 
that suit your needs.

Saturday, Sept. 10 (11 a.m.) pLay/
story – Join us for a special playtime/
storytime! Children can play with inter-
active and developmental toys and share 
a story and a song while their caregivers 
meet new friends and socialize.

Please register for these programs by call-
ing 871-6392 or going online to cuyahog-
alibrary.org. Stop in and visit, too – we’re 
here to help!

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

Upcoming Bay Village Branch 
Library programs

by Barbara Isaacs

Elizabeth Strout, 
author of “Olive 
Kitteridge,” will 

be the first speaker of 
the eighth season of the 
William N. Skirball Writ-
ers Center Stage series. 
Held in the Ohio Theatre 
at Playhouse Square 
on Tuesday, Sept. 20, at 
7:30 p.m., the evening 
includes a book sale and signing. The 
series is presented in partnership with 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library 

Foundation and Cleve-
land State University to 
promote contemporary 
literature and authors of 
interest.  

There will be a 
special bus provided by 
the Cuyahoga County 
Public Library for those 
interested in attend-
ing but not interested 
in driving. For further 
information, visit the 

Bay Village Branch Library by Sept. 10, 
to pick up a form to purchase tickets and 
reserve a seat on the bus. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist to 
speak at Writers Center Stage

“Then” will capture the essence 
of food canning and preparation, food 
storage everyone will eat and general 
emergency preparedness (including 
the 72-hour kit). The “Now” portion of 
the program will include information, 

displays and counseling in education, 
finances and education.

Westlake Boy Scout Troop 536 has 
enlisted the American Red Cross for a 
blood drive and the Westlake Police 
Department will also be on-site. Offered 
without cost; no reservations are neces-
sary. For information call Greg Lassen, 
440-915-6453. 

Wolf called Bay Village Historical 
Society President Carole Roske to discuss 
his idea of painting the museum.             

Because the building was so old, Bay 
Village service department employees, 
under the direction of Building Direc-
tor Dan Galli, first scraped, sanded and 

primed the structure to get it ready for 
paint. Lead-based paint had been used 
on portions of the building, so workers 
had to wear special protective clothing 
when removing the old paint. Finally, 
Wolf and some of his fellow Scout troop 
members were able to complete the 
paint job.

The once peeling Reuben Osborn 
Learning Center now looks appealing to 
all who see it from Lake Road. 

FOOD    
continued from front page

ScOut    
continued from front page

Author Elizabeth Strout
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Crushers recognize The Belvedere and other 
player-host families

this block party 
takes the cake!

The Belvedere of Westlake, the original assisted 
living host family, was recognized for their gener-
osity, along with other host families, by the Lake 

Erie Crushers on August 31 for opening their homes to 
the players for a season.

The Belvedere owner Cindy Griffiths-Novak, her 
husband Steve and children Ellee and Zach have been a 
host family for a Crushers player since the team started 
playing ball in All Pro Freight Stadium in Avon back in 
2009.

The evening started with a cookout, then the host 
families walked on to the field with their player to be 
honored with flowers for the host moms and an auto-
graphed baseball signed by the entire team. They then 
rooted on the Crushers, and their player, starting catcher 
Joel Collins, as the Crushers rallied in the seventh inning 
to beat the Washington Wild Things 3-2.

The Crushers are an independent baseball team 
that play in the Frontier League. Players only make 
between $500 to $1,500 a month, so the league asks 

people of the community to house the players for the 
entire season.

Since The Belvedere housed their first player, Josh 
Faiola, it has been such a great inter-generational rela-
tionship with the residents, that four other Westside 
assisted living communities also house players from 
the Crushers.

Joel Collins rode in The Belvedere’s PT Cruiser in 
the Westlake Fourth of July parade this year with two of 
their excited residents.

Joel has had a rough time this year. He broke his 
wrist in mid season, but has fully recovered and has been 
back in the starting line up for several weeks now.

Just like Joel at The Belvedere, most host families 
find the experience so rewarding that friendships con-
tinue long after the season is over. 

Right: Crushers player Joel Collins with 
his host family from The Belvedere of 
Westlake, the Novaks.

by Ellie Peiffer

Westlake United Meth-
odist Church’s free 
Community Block 

Party played host to the City of 
Westlake’s Bicentennial Bake-
Off on Saturday, August 27, 
and the day was a winner all 
around!

Over 300 people stopped 
in to enjoy live music by the 
Act 11:21 band, indulge their 
cravings for carnival food, and 
cool off in the splash of  the 
dunk tank! While the kids were 
busy hopping between bounce 
houses, face painting and craft-
ing areas, the Bicentennial 
Bake-Off judges worked hard 
on tasting and rating. 

An assortment of delicious 
treats were submitted by the 
community as a creative way to 
celebrate the city’s 200th anni-
versary. The winning bakery 
was auctioned off, raising $142 
for Westlake Community Assis-
tance, whose mission is to help 
people living at 200% or below 
of poverty level.

City of Westlake Bicenten-
nial Bake-Off Winners:
Westlake Adults Division

First  Place: Joyce Affeldt, •	
Coconut Cake with Coconut 
White Chocolate Frosting
Second Place: Thomas •	
Dorsey, Neapolitan Cake
Third Place: Bettina Nugent, •	
Raspberry-topped Lemon Pie

Friends of Westlake Division
First Place: Amy Vandenberg  •	
of Rocky River, Root Beer 
Float Cake
Second Place: Patty Tolentino •	
of Avon, Baby Cakes
 Third Place: Robin Carreon •	
of Avon Lake, Red Velvet 
Cake

The 16 & Under Division
First Place: Lillian Vanden-•	
berg of Rocky River, Orange, 
Orange, Orange Cream-sicle
Second Place: Kat Martin of •	
Rocky River, Tic-Tac-done!
Third Place: Holly Tomkalski •	
of  Westlake, Holly’s All-Star 
Brownie Pie

Judges for the bake-off 
were: Mayor Dennis Clough, 
Westlake UMC Pastor John 
Butchko, Westlake Historical 
Society President Lysa Stanton 
and Gray House Pies owner Joe 
Schlott.

Family ties played a role in 
the bake-off. Joyce Affeldt first 
concocted her first-place Coco-
nut Cake for her son-in-law’s 
birthday in June. He deemed it 
the best cake he ever tasted!

Second-place winner Tom 
Dorsey said of his three-tiered 
Neapolitan Cake: “My mother 
taught me that no matter how 
wonderful the cake tastes, it 
is the presentation that sets it 
apart.” The Bake-off saw the 
mother-daughter duo Amy 
and Lillian Vandenberg take the 
first prize in the non-resident 
and under-16 divisions!

Westlake United Method-
ist Church hosts the Free Com-
munity Block Party as a way of 
practicing their values of inclu-
sivity, an all-encompassing 
welcome, and of course the 
informal tradition of appreciat-
ing some amazing homemade 
cake! Let’s hope we don’t have 
to wait 200 years for another 
community bake-off! 

Try Joyce’s winning recipe! Visit 
tinyurl.com/2011coconutcake 
to print out the recipe for her 
Coconut Cake with Coconut 
White Chocolate Frosting.

CELEBRATING WESTLAKE’S BICENTENNIAL

Rev. John Butchko and his wife, Barbara Kanary, 
compete in the Frozen T-shirt Relay Race.

Winning Bicentennial Bake-off                                                           
treats were auctioned to 
raise money for the Westlake 
Community Assistance Program.

First-place winner Joyce Affeldt with event 
organizer Kevin Foster.

Wes Call of Westlake cools off with a 
sno-cone.

“Westlake 200 years” was written in 
icing on Joyce Affeldt’s winning cake.

Tom Dorsey of Westlake created the 
second-place Neapolitan Cake.  

A dunk tank was among the many fun activities for all 
ages at the WUMC Community Block party.
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by Frank Colosimo

The Bay Village Branch of the Cuya-
hoga County Public Library recently 
reached the last chapter of an exciting 
summer of traveling through books with 
their “Read Around the World” reading 
game. Children, teens and adults alike 
were encouraged to keep the pages turn-
ing with a variety of great prizes and 
incentives. 

As well as earning individual prizes 
like Browns, Cavaliers or Indians tickets, 
participants worked hard to reach an 
overall reading goal which resulted in a 
collective, long-term “adoption” of the 
Boa Constrictor living at Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center.

The Friends of the Bay Village Library 
had pledged to pay the snake’s adoption 
fees for an entire year if readers hit a target 
of 20,000 hours. “We’ve reached this goal 
in the past and we are confident our 
readers can do it again,” said Children’s 
Librarian Susan Ballard at the start of the 
contest.

The final page was turned on August 
6, and the reading logs were tallied. Just 

like the huge snake they were aiming to 
adopt, readers slithered past the finish 
line and clocked in an impressive total 
of 20,005 reading hours – just enough to 
lock in the year-long adoption for their 
serpentine mascot.

Ms. Ballard presented a check to 
cover the Boa’s adoption fees to Center 
Wildlife Director Dave Wolf.

“We’re proud of the way the commu-
nity embraces reading and supports our 
library and Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center,” she said. “We set the reading bar 
high and readers of all ages responded.” 
Mr. Wolf commented, “What an impres-
sive feat! We are thrilled that the readers 
stepped up to the challenge in support of 
our Boa Constrictor.”

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s 
Adopt-An-Animal program allows wildlife 
lovers to help pay for the care and feeding 
of the dozens of animals on exhibit and 
used in teaching and outreach. Adopt-
An-Animal sponsorships are available 
for as little as $5 per month, with the Boa 
Constrictor fee set at $25 per month. Of 
course, “adopted” animals stay at the 
Center where anyone can visit them, free 

of charge, during regular Center hours, 
daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
is an independently funded nonprofit 

affiliate of the Cleveland Metroparks and 
adoption fees are just one of the ways the 
community helps to support the Center’s 
educational mission. 

Area readers wrap themselves around a good book
LAKE ERIE SCIENCE & NATURE CENTER

Susan Ballard presents a check to Dave Wolf, Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s 
Wildlife Director, to cover the “adoption” of a Boa Constrictor living at the Center. 
The Friends of the Bay Village Library pledged to pay the snake’s adoption fees 
for a year if summer readers met the goal of 20,000 hours of reading.

For more information, call 440.808.7854 or  
visit clevelandclinic.org/HealthyCommunitiesWest

Annual Family Health
and Wellness Fair

The 2011 Family Health and Wellness Fair will offer health screenings,  

local vendors, games and activities for children, healthy refreshments, raffles  

and the chance to talk one-on-one with Cleveland Clinic specialists. 
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by Ron Grossman and Kay Laughlin

Over the past two 
years, Bay Vil-
lage Historical 

Society members Virginia 
Peterson and Kay Laugh-
lin have been working with 
Bay High teachers to make 
the story of Bay Village and 
Dover Township more acces-
sible to students and the com-
munity as a whole.

As part of work on a U.S. 
Department of Education grant, 
Rob Grossman and his colleague, 
Dave Peters, reviewed historic sites, 
analyzed primary sources and con-
ducted oral histories for publication 
on the new smartphone app, Cleveland 
Historical.

Through this app, anyone with a 
smartphone can navigate an interac-
tive map and access historical content 

– including audio files, 
photos and text – based 
on location. At this time, 

Bay Village has two sites 
on the app: Rose Hill 
and the Huntington 
Reservation. In the 
near future, Cahoon 

Memorial Park, the 
Lawrence estate, 
and possibly 
the Parkview 
School site 
will be added 
to the app. 
C l e v e l a n d 

Historical can 
be downloaded for free 

at app.clevelandhistorical.org. For 
those without a smartphone, Cleve-
land Historical can be accessed on 
the web at clevelandhistorical.org 
(search Rose Hill and Huntington 
Reservation). 

Bay Village historical sites go digital!

17409 Detroit Ave. 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

www.WindowUniverseCleveland.com 

440.536.8116 
The Future of Replacement Windows 

New Windows & Custom Trim From  
$253 Installed!!! 

 

“Good people 
doing good 

things”

We invite businesses and civic 

organizations to become involved in 

sponsoring this community project 

through advertising in the Observer!
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Proud to be part of the Westlake Community

CONGRATULATIONS ON 200 YEARS!
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all around you.
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Proud to be a part of the Westlake Community.

For an appointment with a family health center physician, call 1.888.633.9355.  

For a referral to a physician at one of our Community Hospitals, call 1.866.733.6363. 

Same-day appointments available.  |  clevelandclinic.org/locations
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Westlake’s population explodes in 1950s; village becomes a city

by Lysa Stanton and Dave Pfister

U.S. Census figures show the pop-
ulation of Westlake shot up from 
approximately 4,912 in 1950 to 

12,906 people in 1960. By 1970 the popu-
lation had increased to 15,689.

This influx of new residents, many 
with families that included small children, 
caused a need for more homes, schools, 
shopping areas and better roads. Four 
new school buildings opened during the 
1960s. During the decade, seven operat-
ing levies and one bond issue 
were passed.

In 1961, two schools 
were built. The first was a 
new high school located on 
Hilliard Boulevard and was 
dedicated on August 6 of that 
year. Grades seven, eight and 
nine were still housed at the 
old high school that was re-
named Lee Burneson Junior 
High School, in honor of 
Lee Burneson who served as 
superintendent of the Dover/
Westlake Schools from 1924 to 
1963. The second new build-
ing proudly opened in 1961 
by the Board of Education 
was Holly Lane Elementary 
School, in October 1961. 

A new football field had been in the 
planning stages as early as 1947. In 1952, 
the unexpected death of Westlake High 
School principal John Read prompted 
the Booster Club, students and faculty to 
name the new football field the John D. 

Read Field. On Sept. 8, 1952, the school 
board voted to approve the naming of 
the field.

The 1953 Panorama yearbook was 
dedicated in memory of Mr. Read and his 
efforts to “improve Westlake High School 
and make it a better place for all of us. ... 
Although he is gone, John D. Read will 
forever live in the hearts of the students 
and teachers – his friends – who knew 
him and loved him.”  

Mr. Read was a beloved and admired 
member of the staff, who had served as 

principal of Dover and then Westlake 
High School from 1926 until his death.

Growing pains are not necessarily 
painful when it involves growth of your 
small community. By Dec. 18, 1957, 
Westlake Village had grown enough in 

population to be incorporated as a city, 
finally passing the 5,000-resident mark. 
From that point forward it was officially 
referred to as the City of Westlake.

In the late 1950s, some longtime 
residents began to think forward to the 
city’s upcoming 150th birthday. The 
decision was made to hold a birthday 
party during the summer of 1961. The 
celebration stretched over several days 
and included a frontier ball held in 
the Dover School cafeteria. Recently, a 
stash of old-fashioned bow tie souvenirs 

from that event were uncovered 
in the attic of the Clague House 
Museum. The black clip-on ties, 
with “Westlake Sesquicentennial 
1811-1961” printed in gold, are 
available for purchase for $5 from 
the Westlake Historical Society. If 
interested, call Dave at 440-721-
1201.

Following the city’s sesqui-
centennial in 1961, it was decided 
that the money left over from this 
celebration should be used to 
start a local historical society. In 
1967 the society began exploring 
the use of the old Clague House 
as a home for the new organiza-
tion. Prior to the historical soci-
ety taking residence, the Clague 
House was rented as living quar-

ters to individuals and then to the YMCA. 
The Bay Players also shared this building 
for several years until they were able to 
make the Clague family barn into the 
intimate Clague Playhouse theater. The 
rest, as they say, is truly history! 

Westlake Bicentennial, 1811-2011
   A yearlong  celebration of Westlake’s history

In this issue:
1950-1969

The beloved high school principal from 1926-1952, 
John D. Read’s photo and typewriter are on display at 
the Clague House Museum.

The Historical Society keeps a 
list of the top 20 questions we 
are asked. One of the questions 

on the list that comes up quite often 
concerns the history of the use of a 
Demon as the high school symbol.

Back when Westlake was still 
known as Dover and the high school 
was Dover High School, members 
of its athletic teams would proudly 
wear varsity jackets with the letter “D” 
sewn on. It was a badge of honor for 
the young men and those belonging 
to this exclusive club were known by 
their peers as the “D-Men.”

In 1950, ten years after Dover Vil-
lage became Westlake, the high school 
was renamed Westlake High. During 
that time, team mascots or emblems 
were growing in popularity, and many 
schools in the surrounding cities were 
selecting their own.

Westlake, reluctant to replace 
the time-honored D-Men nickname, 
simply transitioned to the Demons. 

Westlake chooses 
‘sinister’ mascot

In the mid-1960s, 
Mayor Roman 
and a number 

of residents felt that 
the city of Westlake 
should have public 
swimming pool. 
A committee was 
formed and commu-
nity members went 
to work on making 
a pool in Westlake a 
reality.

By June 1966, a group 
of citizens had established 
the non-profit organization 
Westlake Swimming Pool Inc., 
with Robert Peterson as presi-
dent. Their goal was to raise 
$140,000 for the construction 
of a pool in Clague Park. The 
group organized a fundraising 
drive, collecting just under 
$103,000 for the effort.

The pool opened on 
June 17, 1967. Enthusiastic 
support was given to this 
effort by the community 
members, local businesses 
and city leaders. 

Everyone into the pool

The Westlake 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Society would 

like for you to join us 
as we display a green 
bow in support 
of our city’s 200th 
birthday. Please 
display a green bow 
on your mailbox to 
show your support 
for the bicentennial 
celebration of our 
city’s birthday.

All residents and 
businesses in West-
lake are asked to dis-
play a green bow – 
either handmade or 
store-bought – and 
send a picture to the 
Westlake Historical 
Society at westlake-
history@yahoo.com. Be creative – the best entries will be printed on a 
commemorative Mailboxes of Westlake poster!

The Westlake Post Office has approved the display of bows on the out-
side of the mailbox. If you have any questions, call the Westlake Historical 
Society at 440-721-1201. 

Westlake residents, businesses invited to 
show bicentennial spirit with green bows

Westlake businessmen (from left) Thomas Hurd, 
William Reid and Don Brown present checks to 
Planning Commission Chairman Bernard “Dusty” 
Miller for the construction of a city pool in 1967.

Photos courtesy Westlake Porter Public Library
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   The 
FineWine 
& Tobacco

NOW A STATE 
LIQUOR AGENCY!
Huge selection of beer & wines

Open 7 days a week

Join us for our 
Wine Tastings
Next Wine Tasting -
Sat., Sept. 17, 7-9pm

7 different wines
 Call ahead for information

ASK ABOUT OUR 
PRIVATE WINE TASTINGS
for your group or business

26179 Detroit Rd. in Jefferson Square

www.finewinewestlake.com

440-892-7096

Serving Westlake and surrounding 
communities for over 20 years.

AWARD-WINNING DESIGN & MAINTENANCE
440.237.6486 

www.agrestalandscaping.com
Our solution will win you over. 
Our service will win your trust.

by Denise Ayres

The Compeer Program at Far West 
Center held its 2011 Annual Picnic 
on Friday, August 26, at Bradley 

Woods in Westlake.  Members, volun-
teers and friends joined in on sharing 
great food, the peaceful park setting, and 
cheerful conversation.  Westlake Mayor 
Dennis Clough, a longtime supporter of 
Compeer and Far West Center, attended 
this annual event. 

Compeer members and volunteers 
that have been in our program for years 
were happy to get an opportunity to talk 
with Mayor Clough about Westlake’s 
Bicentennial and the city’s growth. Long-
time members and volunteers also got 
an opportunity to reunite with Michele 
Hasan, prior Compeer Coordinator, 
who also attended. Michele left Far West 
Center in 2008 and began working for 
Westlake City Hall.

The newer Compeer members and 
volunteers were delighted that they could 
meet Mayor Clough. The mayor introduced 
himself to individuals and listened to sto-
ries of personal recovery from mental ill-

ness and isolation. Members asked 
Mayor Clough to address the group 
and he extended a warm “thank 
you” to all for his invitation. Mayor 
Clough also gave a heartfelt “thank 
you” to all for working and volun-
teering in order to make recovery 
from mental illness a reality.

The Compeer 2011 Annual 
Picnic was a group effort that 
encouraged members to join in 
the planning and direction of the 
event. Compeer at Far West Center, 
winner NAMI Greater Cleveland’s 
“Peer Support Program of the Year” 
award for 2010, encourages members to 
voluntarily share their skills and work 
together. 

We owe our gratitude to this year’s 
Picnic Committee for giving Compeer a 
relaxed, cheerful and fun summertime 
event!  This giving group only wanted 
recognition by seeing the smiles on every 
guest’s face. As you can well imagine, smiles 
are quite valuable to a recovery program!

In addition to great people, there was 
great food at our picnic. Grill Master Bill, 
with assistance from Grill Master Doug, 

made delicious chicken, burgers, 
and hot dogs. We had garden salsa 
from Shari and Jackie made from 
veggies freshly picked that day! 
John’s broken arm did not stop him 
from making his specialty Deviled 
Eggs. Alexis’ crock of baked beans 
was totally emptied. Many more 
folks brought a variety of goodies. 

Our Annual Picnic is a celebration 
of courage and personal triumph over 
illness. Also, each year it celebrates the 
healing power that friendship can pro-
vide to a person’s life. 

If you know an adult in recovery 
from mental illness that could benefit 
from Compeer, tell him or her to call 
us at 440-835-6212, ext. 242. If you are 
interested in extending friendship and 
becoming a Compeer volunteer please 
call our office at the same number. 

Compeer, mayor celebrate friendship at annual picnic

Natalie serves cake at the annual 
Compeer picnic on August 26.

by Karen Uthe

Bay Village Kiwanians and Bay 
High Key Clubbers will hold their 
annual fall pancake breakfast 

on Sunday, Sept. 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at Bay Middle School, 27725 

Wolf Rd.
The breakfast includes pancakes, 

syrup, link sausages, milk, juice and 
coffee for $5 per person ($6 at the 
door). Children under six eat for free. 
Advance tickets are available from 
Kiwanian Rhonda Schneider, 440-892-
1829 or baykiwanis@gmail.com.

Said Rhonda of the event: “The 
Kiwanis Club of Bay Village, along with 
the Bay High Key Club, team up for 
the annual fall pancake breakfast to 
wrap up the Bay Village Homecoming 
activities. Come on out and enjoy a 
hot breakfast on a crisp, fall morning, 
while supporting two hometown ser-
vice organizations.”

The meal is a community tradition, 
popular with students and families. 

Proceeds from the event benefit the Bay 
High School Scholarship Fund, as well as 
projects and organizations such as: Reese 
Park renovations, Village Food Project, 
BAYarts, Bay Historical Society, Bay Skate 
& Bike Park, Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center, and “Kiwi Bags” for Cuyahoga 
County Children’s Services (a back pack 
given to children who are removed from 
their homes, which includes toiletries, 
socks, underwear, a blanket, coloring 
book and crayons).

Kiwanis volunteers have cooked and 
served pancakes for community causes 
in Bay Village for over half a century. The 
organization holds two pancake breakfasts 
a year to support community projects and 
scholarships. The next one will be in late 
winter/early spring. 

Bay Village residents big and small 
enjoy last year’s Homecoming 
Weekend Kiwanis Pancake 
Breakfast.

Bay Homecoming weekend ends with a flip

Denise Ayres, Compeer Program 
Coordinator; Mayor Dennis Clough; Jody 
Bell, Compeer Peer Support Specialist; 
Michele Hasan
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by Brenda O’Reilly

Watch as your yard trimmings and kitchen waste 
change into a rich resource – plant clippings, 
carrot tops, apple cores and potato skins are 

transformed into a great soil material that can be used to 
fertilize your yard or garden within 90 days or less.

Bay Village resident Laura Crabb says that her family 
has been composting for over seven years. Laura actually 
got her introduction to composting at a young age when 
her father was an avid composter.

So, why does Laura compost? “It just makes sense to 
me,” she shares. “You create 
a lot less garbage and you get 
something really wonderful 
[a rich soil amendment] out 
of something you would nor-
mally just throw away.”

Laura and her hus-
band, Jerry, use the finished 
compost material around 
the plants in their yard. 
They also use the compost 
to fertilize their plot at the 
Bay Community Garden 
(corner of Forestview and Wolf roads) where they grow 
organic vegetables and herbs. Their children, Aubrey and 
Zak, get very excited when they get to use the finished 
compost in the garden and they can see the rich beautiful 
soil material that has been created.

Laura and Jerry both have busy careers in addi-

tion to being parents, so they do not have 
a great deal of time to spend tending to 
the compost. That is one of the things that 
they really like about composting. “You can 
spend as little or as much time as you want 
tending to your compost”, Laura explains. 
“We keep it pretty easy. The nice thing 
about composting is that nature’s process 
keeps on working for you even if you don’t 
have much time to spend.”

The kitchen food scraps are stored in 
a container in the kitchen, and the chil-

dren take it out to 
the compost bar-
rels every few days. Neighbors 
also contribute to the com-
post barrels. When the com-
postable material is placed 
in the barrel, some leaves are 
placed on top. This eliminates 
any problems of inadvertently 
attracting unwanted bugs or 
critters.

The Crabb family uses two 
barrels to store their yard and 

kitchen waste as it is composting. The advantage is that 
the barrels can be rolled to periodically mix the compost. 
They also have a cage that is used to store brown mate-
rial (primarily leaves) that will be mixed with the green 
material (fruit or vegetable scraps and plant or grass 
clippings).

Since barrels are used for the composting, water can 
accumulate at the bottom and make the compost mate-
rial too soggy. According to Laura, “The key is to make 
sure to allow enough air and drainage.” They have drilled 
a number of holes in the bottom and side of the barrels to 
allow for the air flow and drainage that is necessary.

Laura, Jerry and their children compost all of their 
fruit and vegetable food waste, even in winter. The com-
post works slower in winter, but the composting process 
does continue. This summer, the family is also experi-
menting with weeds. Currently, one of the barrels has 
weeds in it. Laura plans to use it in a certain spot to see 
if the weeds propagate, or if the compost was hot enough 
to kill the seeds.

Laura’s tip to anyone starting out: “A lot of people 
are afraid to get started as they think it will be too much 
work. You can make it as easy or as complicated at you 
want to make it. It will take care of itself.” 

Zak and Aubrey Crabb add kitchen food scraps to the 
compost barrels in their family’s backyard. 

Call Today For A 
FREE Illustration 440-835-1770 Ext. 208

 KEEP
- FULL ACCUMULATED VALUE
- Any Cash Bonus
RECEIVE
- A Large Tax Deduction
- Tax Favored Payments
- Cash Back

I WANT TO HELP YOU “GET OUT” OF YOUR
 ANNUITY AND SAVE TAXES !!!

FLEXIBILITY
- Annuity Payments can 
  Begin Immediately or 
  at any Future Date
    ELIMINATE
- All Surrender Charges

John Katzbach Sr.        email: johnsr1@gmail.com

I WANT YOUR INDEXED ANNUITY!

“A Jump Start to 
a Beautiful  Lawn”

Visit our website at 
www.jumpstartlawncare.com 

 or call 440-235-9694 
for more details.

NOW IS THE BEST TIME 
TO START YOUR NEW LAWN OR 

RESTORE YOUR OLD LAWN.

BAY VILLAGE GREEN TEAM

Composting is a family affair
Learn how to compost at a free seminar Sept. 14 at the Bay Community House

About the upcoming seminar:
A Compost Seminar will be held on 

Wednesday, Sept. 14, from 6:30-8 p.m. at the 
Bay Community House (303 Cahoon Rd.). 
The compost seminar is FREE, and you will 
have the option to purchase outdoor com-
post bins at the discounted price of $50 & a 
compost kitchen pail for $5. To register, con-
tact Warren Remein at wlremein@yahoo.com 
or call 440-724-1578. Families welcomed!

by Audrey Ray, fourth-grader at  
Westerly Elementary School

What have you learned during 
your first week back to school? 
Have you enjoyed coming back? 

I have learned lots of things in the first 
week of school, but there have been some 
big bumps in the road for me.

In Miss McMaugh and Mrs. Robin-
son’s classes, we have a two-inch binder 
that has folders for all of our subjects, note-
book paper, a weekly planner and a pencil 
case full of stuff we might need during our 
day. One day, I forgot my binder at home. I 

realized it when I was biking to school for 
morning safety patrol. I was worried and 
thought about biking back home to get 
it. But instead I decided to go to school 
because for safety patrol you have to be at 
school before the other kids arrive. 

After safety patrol, I walked into my 
classroom and told Miss McMaugh that I 
had forgotten my binder and asked her if I 
should call home. (I have never had to do 
this before in my whole life.) She said that 
I could. I called my mom twice, but she 
didn’t answer. Then Miss McMaugh told 
me to try one more time before art class. 
Finally my mom answered, and I told her 
that I forgot my binder and she said she 
would drop it off. After art, I came back into 
the room and saw my binder on my desk. I 
felt relieved to know I had my binder. That 
was my first big bump in the road.

Then the next big bump was a mistake 
with my homework. My homework was a 

paper called “Spelling Survival.” I did all the 
questions but when it came to the last one 
it looked like an extra question that I didn’t 
have an obvious answer to so I left it blank. 
(This was the same day I left my binder 
at home, so I think you can guess what 
happened next.) Yeah, you guessed right. 
I was expected to answer the question. You 
see, only four people had the whole paper 
right, and that did not include me. 

Not everything has gone badly for me 
during this first week. One thing that has 
gone well is that my friends have not had 
a single fight. Another thing that has gone 
well is safety patrol. I have had flag duty 
and so far we haven’t put the flag upside 
down yet. Also, my teachers are really nice, 
and I’m enjoying their classes because we 
don’t just sit around. We are more active 
than a regular classroom.   

This first week hasn’t been my best 
but it’s been a pretty good first week of 

school. I know one thing is for sure. For 
the rest of the year, I am going to make sure 
my binder is in my backpack and answer 
all of Miss McMaugh and Mrs. Robinson’s 
questions. 

TALES OF A FOURTH-GRADE SOMETHING

First week of 
school full of 
ups and downs

Audrey Ray helps to raise the flag at 
Westerly as part of her safety patrol 
duties.

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

The westside’s housepainter 
for over 35 years!

Interior • Exterior
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by Jayne Broestl

Members of the 
Cuyahoga West 
Chapter of the 

Ohio Genealogical Society 
will volunteer their time and 
talents from 1:00-2:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 7, at West-
lake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd. If 
you need help navigating the 
various genealogical websites 
on the internet or have come 
to a “brick wall,” you should 
take advantage of this excel-
lent opportunity to receive 
assistance.  

Bring what information 
you have collected about your 
family thus far. Or, if you are 
just starting out, bring a pencil 
and paper and a volunteer will 
help you get started. There is 
no charge for this service.  

Later this month, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21, from 
7-8:30 p.m. in the Porter 
Room of Westlake Porter 

Public Library, the Chapter 
will hold its regularly sched-
uled monthly meeting. The 
speaker will be Cuyahoga 
County Library’s Genealogi-
cal Specialist, Joni Mihelich 
presenting “Civil War Genea-
logical Research.”  Social 
time is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
The public is invited, at no 
charge. 

Additionally, if you are 
looking for further help 
with your research, you 
should consider becoming 
a member. Annual dues of 
$15 per individual or $18 per 
family are used to fund guest 
speakers and to publish the 
Tracer, a quarterly newslet-
ter that provides timely tips 
to keep members up-to-date 
on the latest research aids and 
upcoming local genealogical 
seminars.

For additional informa-
tion, call 440-899-9201 or visit 
http://www.rootsweb.ances-
try.com/~ohcwogs. 

Cuyahoga West activities 
planned for September

In an 8/26/11 response to public records 
requests, the warden of Cuyahoga County 
Shelter, Lesley DeSouza, reported: “There 
have been a total of five dogs brought in to 
the Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter from Bay 
Village since July 14th. Two were transferred to 
another agency for adoption from their agency, 
one was adopted from our Shelter, one is still 
at our Shelter available for adoption, and one 
was retrieved by the owner.”

The other agency, according to DeSouza’s 
report, was the Geauga County Pound.

These facts contradict Mayor Sutherland’s 
“Stray Dog Report” as appeared in the Aug. 23 
issue of the Observer in which she stated four 
dogs had been sent to the Cuyahoga County 
Shelter, three were adopted out “to loving 
homes,” and one was “happily” reunited with 
her family.

This last dog, Bella, was in the county shel-
ter for one night and immediately was stricken 
with Bortadella (aka “kennel cough”) despite 
being current on her vaccinations. Bella, a tiny 
Westie who had just had a bath and whose 
collar was off (with ID tag) for this reason, was 
inadvertently let out of the house by one of 
the owner’s children, wandered, and was miss-
ing for only a few hours before being scooped 
up and taken to the county pound which was 
closed when contacted by Bella’s owners the 
day of the incident.

Retrieved the next morning, Bella is doing 
well after becoming extremely ill and having 
been placed on antibiotics by her vet for an 
extended period.

The county kennel has a euthanasia rate 
of nearly 40%; for every animal taken in by the 
county and adopted out, others are killed in 
their place.

In a separate public records request, the 
Bay Village Police Dept. responded with a 
29-page list dated 7/20-8/29 that contained all 
animal related calls, some 102 total. Of these, 
52 individual dogs, 10 cats and 6 miscellaneous 

animals-at-large/strays were reported. Also 
filed were 13 various animal complaints and 
12 injured or dead animals reports.

Equally telling was the report made on 
8/1/11 by an officer who had just been to the 
Bay Village kennel and stated that there was “an 
accumulation of feces in the dogs runs and it 
appears the place has not been cleaned since 
the ACO left.”

It is now a temporary “way-station” while 
waiting for the county to pick up any strays at 
the direction of the mayor and council.

What became of the other reported strays? 
Some came home of their own accord, some 
were returned to their owners by caring BV 
neighbors and some have not been recov-
ered.

The city also may have increased its risk 
of a lawsuit for negligence for lack of proper 
animal control should a serious dog maul-
ing incident occur. One such case happened 
recently in Washington state, where Pierce 
County was found partly to blame for a dog 
attack because officials took no action after 
numerous complaints about the animal.

These facts should satisfy anyone who had 
doubts of a need for an ACO and a new Bay 
Village Kennel, which was in the process of 
being provided at no charge to the city by pri-
vate donors prior to the sudden decision by the 
mayor and council to eliminate the ACO posi-
tion, after having just said in a June 7 meeting 
that “outsourcing [of Bay animals] was off the 
table.” (listen to the meeting at friendsofbayvil-
lagekennel.com).

The failure of the mayor and council to 
accept that accidents do indeed happen, that 
electric containment fences fail, tethers break, 
kids open doors and pets escape, is clear. We 
suggest people remember this at election 
time.

– Doc Wheeler, Bay Village
   Friends of the Bay Village Kennel

Animal advocates upset over treatment of strays

readers’ Opinions

When the towers of the World 
Trade Center fell in New York on 
Sept. 11, 2001, they fell in Westlake. 
When the Pentagon burned in 
Washington, it burned in Westlake 
and when Flight 93 dove out of the 
sky into an open field in Shanks-
ville, it crashed in Westlake, too.

My wife, Elaine, and I heard 
of a plane hitting a Trade Center 
Tower on our car radio just after 
we finished our walk at the West-
lake Recreation Center, while driv-
ing to the temporary location of 
Porter Library. Driving home from 
there we heard of the second tower 
being hit and knew, as others did, 
we were being attacked. Soon 
after arriving home, and watch-
ing events on TV, we learned of 
the Pentagon crash and then, 
the missing flight boring into the 
ground in Pennsylvania.

As we worried about the 
people in the towers – at first 
believing they were hit by cargo 
planes (after all our security sys-
tems protected passenger planes, 
didn’t they?) we learned of the 
many people on board the hijacked 
planes and the horror increased. 
How many would die – maybe 
thousands? How many would be 
injured – maybe thousands more? 
Who did this to us? And yes, how 
soon can we get them to pay. It 
could not be soon enough.

Our feelings – shock, grief, 
depression and anger – here in 
Westlake were those of people in 
communities across our nation 
as we tried to cope with what was 
happening to us. It would take 
weeks, if not months, to fully real-

ize what was done to our country 
that day. We were not safe but 
vulnerable not just to missiles, 
but also to any number of deadly 
devices conceived by fanatical 
groups. We were awakened to a 
new stealth war designed to hit 
quickly and hard to create terror 
among us – and so we live today.

Since that dreadful 9/11 day, 
our security systems have been 
upgraded, but not enough; the Tal-
iban has been overthrown, but is 
still fighting; Osama bin Laden has 
been killed, but al Qaeda, severely 
damaged, lives on; Saddam has 
been hanged and Iraq freed; and 
monuments to the fallen com-
pleted or under construction.

And history may some day tell 
us that our actions in the Middle 
East led to the eventual fall of 
other dictators including Muba-
rak, Gadafi and maybe Assad. All 
of this has come at a great cost in 
American lives and money, nearly 
driving us into a financial crisis 
which has yet to be resolved.

Our lives go on in Westlake – a 
microcosm city of all American life 
now just as it was when founded 
200 years ago. However our lives 
can really never be as they were 
before 9/11 – nor should they be. 
America in facing and meeting 
challenges of all magnitudes has 
always become stronger in doing 
so. We will this time, too.

May God bless all those who 
sacrificed so much for us in so 
many ways that disastrous day 
and ever since.

– Mel Maurer, Westlake

Feeling 9/11 in Westlake

by Dianne Borowski

On Sunday, July 24, a Bath Township man 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 
wandered away from his home and was 

declared missing. For two days police and con-
cerned citizens searched the area with no success. 
On Tuesday the man was found, disoriented but 
unharmed. This story had a happy ending. Tragi-
cally, many wanderers never return home.

According to the Alzheimer’s Association, an 
estimated 5.4 million Americans of all ages have 
Alzheimer’s disease during 2011. Many of these 
people will wander at least once during the course 
of the disease. Searching for missing persons costs 
many millions of dollars annually. Often these 
people are never found.

The city of Rocky River has access to a new 
technology which locates wanderers in minutes 
rather than hours or days of searching. Undertak-
ing a search and rescue effort is costly and time 
consuming. There is a better way.

EmSeeQ is a sturdy steel wristband which 
requires two people to secure the device to the 
disabled person. It can’t be pried off, yet is com-
fortable to wear. The EmSeeQ connects directly 
to the national 911 system when activated. The 
developers of the device, Jim Nalley and Chris 
Buehler, wanted an alternative to the widely used 

GPS tracking system which doesn’t work inside 
buildings or moving vehicles.

Rocky River Police Chief Kelly Stillman was 
instrumental in securing the EmSeeQ for his city, 
noting that Rocky River has a rather large senior 
population. The cost of the unit is $200 plus a $25 
monthly fee which the family would pay. Once 
the initial cost is paid there is no further cost to 
the city.

The product’s manufacturer, EmFinders, 
donated 15 units to the city as a pilot program and 
other city service groups have offered to purchase 
more when needed. The EmSeeQ is only available 
to Rocky River residents.

The system is simple and cost effective. As 
soon as a person wanders their caregiver files a 
missing person report with the local police depart-
ment and calls EmFinders to activate the EmSeeQ 
device. Once activated, the device sends a signal 
with its location to the 911 system. Police can then 
be dispatched to the location and the individual is 
usually located within minutes. It’s an ideal solu-
tion to a serious problem.

Interested municipalities, residential facilities 
and caregivers can contact the Rocky River Police 
Department at 441-331-1234; Carole Calladine, 
Director of the Rocky River Senior Center, at 440-
333-6660; or EmFinders directly at 972-439-1960 
for further information. 

Wristbands with tracking technology 
help to protect wanderers
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by Robin Benzle

Don’t quote me on this, but from what I understand, 
for a dining establishment to claim “World’s Best” 
anything, they are required to go through the fol-

lowing process: World’s Best entry forms are mailed to the 
entire population of the world. Even Liechtenstein. The 
completed forms wind up in a holding office somewhere 
near Battle Creek, Mich., and are soon tabulated by two 
guys in tuxes from Price Waterhouse. The results are then 
mailed to the proud owners of the restaurants, and for some 
odd reason, winners are often paint-starved luncheonettes 
or dusty truckstops on back roads where trucks aren’t per-
mitted.

As an Ohioan, therefore, you should be elated to know 
that in your state alone, one can find World’s Best Chili, 
World’s Best Pie, World’s Best Wings, World’s Best Coffee, 
World’s Best Meatloaf and apparently a three-way tie for 
World’s Best Burger. I know. I’ve seen the signs with my own 
eyes. (Imagine how Juan Valdez must have sobbed into his 
saddle when he discovered World’s Best Coffee was just west 
of Cleveland.)

Anyway, I contacted the three burger winners and they 
were kind enough to share their recipes with me, so without 
further delay, ladies and gentlemen: World’s Best Burgers.

WORLD’S BEST WALNUT BURGER
From The Resentful Cow in Mudpuddle, Ohio
Makes 4-6 burgers

2 lbs. good ground chuck•	
2/3 cup chopped walnuts•	
1/4 cup dry breadcrumbs•	
1/4 cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese•	
1 tablespoon dry sherry•	
1 teaspoon salt•	
1/2 teaspoon coarsely ground black pepper•	
Buns or sandwich-sized English muffins, toasted•	

In a large bowl, mix together all ingredients except rolls. 
Form into burgers and fry or grill as desired. Garnish with 
ketchup and yellow mustard.

WORLD’S BEST MUSHROOM-ONION BURGER
From Uncle Trixie’s Burgers ‘n Borscht in Oceanside, Ohio
Makes 5 big burgers

4 tablespoons butter•	
1 large onion, chopped•	
6 ounces mushrooms, chopped•	
1-1/2 lbs. ground sirloin•	
1-1/2 teaspoons salt•	
1 teaspoon pepper•	
1 tablespoon A1 steak sauce•	
Vegetable oil for frying•	
Flour for dredging•	
5 big buns, lightly toasted•	
Sour cream•	

In a large, heavy skillet, melt butter and cook onions 
over medium heat until golden brown. Add mushrooms 
and continue cooking until mushrooms are softened. Let 
stand until cool enough to handle.

In a large bowl, mix together ground sirloin, salt, pepper, 
steak sauce and onion mixture. Form five burgers.

In same skillet heat a thin layer of oil. Dredge burgers 
in flour and fry in oil until desired doneness, turning once. 
Serve on buns with a dollop of sour cream.

WORLD’S BEST CHEESE-STUFFED BURGER
From Louie’s Luncheonette and Tire Repair in Butte, Ohio
Makes 4 burgers

1 1/3 lbs. good ground chuck•	
4 domino-sized pieces of your favorite cheese (Bleu, •	
Swiss or Chevre are nice)
2 tablespoons coarsely ground black pepper•	
4 thick tomato slices•	
8 onion rolls, lightly toasted•	

Form ground chuck into 4 patties. Bury a piece of 
cheese in the middle of each, making sure it is completely 
enclosed to prevent leakage. Place pepper in saucer and 
press burgers in pepper to lightly coat. Fry or grill until 
burgers are well done, turning carefully. Place on bun and 
top each with tomato slice and tons of ketchup.

Robin Benzle lives in Bay Village. For more recipes, visit 
www.robinbenzle.com.

World’s Best Burgers

by Pam Kilpatrick

Clague Playhouse opens their 84th 
season with “Texaco Star,” a story of 
unexpected friendship between a 

young mechanic and a couple stranded in 
a weathered gas station in St. Elmo, Ill. It is 
an intimate tale of human connection and 
coming to terms with life’s choices. 

Written by Westlake resident Margo Haas, 
“Texaco Star” runs Friday, Sept. 16, through 
Sunday, Oct. 9, on Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m.

 The cast, directed by Ron Newell, includes 
Robert Branch as Phil, Erin Bunting as Elana, 
Charles Hargrave as Zach, Debbie Lenarz as 
Vanessa and Tori MacNair as Liz.

Tickets are $16 for adults and $15 for 
seniors (60+) and students, and may be pur-
chased by calling the Box Office, 440-331-0403 
Wednesday through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. 
Cash, check, Discover, MasterCard and Visa 
are accepted. Clague Playhouse is located at 
1371 Clague Rd., south of Detroit Road. Free 
parking and handicapped accessible. 

‘Texaco Star’ 
opens Clague 
Playhouse’s 84th 
season

FOOD & DINING ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

by Terri Zajac

A full spectrum of educational and enlightening events 
will be open to the public at Unity Spiritual Center 
and Unity Hall this fall. Unity is located at 23855 

Detroit Rd., a block west of Clague Road.
Thursday, Sept. 22 (7 p.m.) “Forks over 

knives” – The acclaimed movie traces the personal 
journeys of a pair of pioneering researchers, Dr. Caldwell 
Esselstyn of Cleveland Clinic and Dr. T. Colin Campbell of 
Cornell University. They examine the profound claim that 
most, if not all, of the degenerative diseases that afflict us 
can be controlled, or even reversed by rejecting our present 
menu of animal-based foods.

Friday, Sept. 30 (7:30 p.m.) egyptian muLti-

media spectacuLar – Ancient history lovers will enjoy 
this original production by Egypt expert and film producer, 
Don King. The evening will include film clips, slides, live 
Egyptian dancers, authentic food and drink, poetry and exotic 
music. Attendees are invited to wear an Egyptian costume. 

Oct. 2-Nov. 11 (weekly) unity’s FaLL program 
– Readers and people who enjoy a good book discussion can 
experience a six-week program of book discussion groups held 
weekly in people’s homes. The small groups will study Ellen 
Debenport’s book “The Five Principles: A Guide to Practical 
Spirituality.” The Fall Program is a fun way to meet new people 
and enjoy rousing discussions. Unity is non-denominational.

Saturday, Oct. 29 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) mary morris-
sey Workshop – Speaker, best-selling author, and con-
sultant for over three decades, Mary Morrissey will conduct 

a workshop at Unity. Her transformational talks 
and seminars have made her one of the elite 
teachers in the human potential movement.

Friday, Dec. 9 (6:30 p.m.) gregg 
Braden – Unity, in partnership with The 
Spirituality Conference Group, is bringing 
Gregg Braden, New York Times bestselling 
author and internationally renowned as a 
pioneer in bridging science and spirituality, 
for a Friday evening talk and a Saturday, Dec. 
10 (9 a.m.-5 p.m.)  workshop in Mayfield. The 
author of “2012, Fractal Time,” “The God Code,” 
“Divine Matrix”  and more, will provide fasci-
nating insights into deeper truths. He has a new 
book coming out in October. 

Tickets and information are available at 
www.unityhallpresents.com or by calling 440-
835-0400. 

Unity’s fall lineup offers fun and enlightenment The Bay Village Education Foundation, 
an independent non-profit volunteer 
organization that funds educational 

projects not supported by tax dollars, is now 
accepting grant applications. Teachers, staff 
and students in the Bay Village City School 
district may apply for grant monies to fund 
creative, innovative projects that enhance 
learning opportunities in all areas of the 
curriculum.

The Bay Village Education Foundation 
(BVEF) celebrated its 25th year of creat-
ing opportunities for students last year 
by awarding $25,000 in grants to selected 
applicants. Founded in 1985, it has awarded 
over $175,000 in grants to well over 70 proj-
ects, including “Family Math Night” at Nor-
mandy School, “Celebrating Bay Village’s 
Bi-Centennial” at Westerly School, “Using 
iPod Touch for Teaching and Learning” at 
Bay Middle School, and “Pupil Assistance 
in Learning (PAL)” for special education 
students at Bay High School.

Interested applicants can go to bayed-
foundation.org or email bayedfounda-
tion@gmail.com to request an application. 
Deadline to submit applications is Sept. 30, 
2011.

Each year, BVEF provides funding for 
grants, scholarships and awards to support 
projects and programs in the Bay Schools, 
having a visible impact on the school com-
munity. Anyone can help the BVEF continue 
to support the many creative and innovative 
projects submitted by teachers, staff and 
students by making a tax deductible dona-
tion at bayedfoundation.org. 

Bay Village Education 
Foundation accepting 
grant applications

The Perfect Night
Sevy Haswell, Bay Village

A night sky, yet clear as day, where stars run wild within your gaze.
A blanket lain across a plush, patch of grass, soft to the touch.
With giant mugs of warmth within, a sip we take, lips touch the rim.
And chocolate feasts of paradise, they melt so slow, yet taste so nice.
The Borealis and the Milky Way, the ninth Wonders shall i say.
how wonderful the view from here, so far away, yet seem so near.
Enjoy the comfort of a friend, when daily woes make one feel spent.
hand in hand we two can lose, ourselves in one another’s shoes.
This perfect night does have to end,
but friend’s we’ll be until the end.

POETRY
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Bradley Bay 
celebrates National 
Assisted Living Week

The floataway garbage can

Lakewood 

Care Services 
Staffed by professional nurses  
Medication Administration 
Emergency Call System 
Rehabilitation Services 

 

Amenities 
3 Meals per day 
Daily Activities 
Linen Service 
Housekeeping 
Transportation to appointments 
or off-site activities 

To reach any of our facilities, call 

O’Neill Management 
Locally owned and managed 
by the John O’Neill Family, 

serving seniors in the 
West Shore area since 1962. 

Bay Village 

North Ridgeville 

North Olmsted 

605 Bradley Road, Bay Village (440) 871-4509 

Independence, and the Security of Knowing a Professional and Caring 
Medical Team is Close at Hand 

Bradley Bay 9.5 x 5.5 WBVObserver_ 3.6

OPEN HOUSE  
Fri. Sept. 23  
3-4:30pm  

Join us for 
Happy Hour and 
Entertainment

by Nancy Girardot

September 11 is Grandparent’s Day 
and the official kick off to National 
Assisted Living Week. At Bradley 

Bay Assisted Living, a week of activities 
is planned for the residents, families and 
staff to celebrate.

Please join us for a “Happy Hour” with 
entertainment during our Open House on 
Friday, Sept. 23, from 3-4:30 p.m. 

The John O’Neill family opened 
Bradley Bay Assisted Living in 1998, fill-
ing the need for senior housing in Bay 
Village and the West Shore area. The 
beautifully appointed thirty-three living 
suites, lovely dining areas, and the spa-
cious front porch, provide a secure and 
friendly environment. It’s the perfect 
place to call home.

Some of the amenities of Bradley Bay’s 
Assisted Living are:

Staffed by professional nurses 24/7•	
Medication administration•	
3 meals per day•	
Rehabilitation services•	
Transportation to appointments or •	
off-site activities

Assisted Living Week is a celebration 
that illustrates the special bond that exists 
between our residents and the staff who 
care for them.  We encourage you to visit 
Bradley Bay Assisted Living, to see for 
yourself what makes it so special. 

by Tricia Granfors

Would you know how to help your family 
and neighbors in the event of a disaster 
or emergency? The Westshore Regional 

Community Emergency Response Team (WSC) 
is offering free classes on topics such as disas-
ter preparedness, basic injury assessment and 
medical treatment, search and rescue procedures, 
fire suppression, disaster psychology, and much 
more. The 20-hour adult FEMA course is con-
ducted by local safety professionals. Westshore 
residents who are US citizens, successfully com-
plete training and pass a background check are 
eligible for team membership.

Training begins Saturday, Oct. 1. The five 
consecutive Saturday morning classes will be held at St. 
John Medical Center, 29000 Center Ridge Road and the 
City of Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Road, from  
8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Do your part to keep our region safe and prepared. 
To register for the free classes or for more information, 
call 440-716-4135 or email granforst@north-olmsted.com. 
Space is limited. 

A new CERT course, like this one held in March, begin Oct. 1.

Emergency response team volunteers wanted

This is a story of a garbage can 
that tried to make an escape, 
but was captured and returned 

to duty.
Lakewood provides nice, big 

garbage cans on wheels, the same as 
Bay Village. When Bay Village resident 
Eric Eakin went to his Lakewood boat 
dock the day after a huge storm had 
rolled through the region, the garbage 
can was gone. It probably was blown 
into Clifton Lagoon, he thought, and 
gone forever.

On the following Monday Eakin 
called Lakewood’s garbage collection 
phone number, and reported the loss 
of the can. “That’s funny,” the gar-
bage-can coordinator lady told him. 
“I just hung up the phone with a guy 
from Bay Village, who found one of 
our cans on the beach at the Bay Boat 
Club.”

The gentleman caller from Bay 
Village was kind enough to haul 
the can up off the beach, clean it 
up and return it to Eakin’s dock in 

Lakewood.
And, yes, it was the same gar-

bage can. The serial numbers con-
firmed it.

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

   
    

      
       Jim Sgro’s

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899
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by Nancy Heaton

Regional art leaders met at BAYarts 
recently to kick off the creation 
of a new arts journal. The Collec-

tive Arts Network Journal (CAN) was the 
brainchild of Liz Maugans, Managing 
Director of Zygote Press in Cleveland 
to address the difficulty many small to 
midsized visual arts organizations and 
galleries have at getting their messages 
out.

“These visual arts organizations 
and galleries are the backbone of the 
revitalization of many neighborhoods 
and supply expansive programs, exhibi-
tions, services and educational offerings 
to our communities,” says Maugans. “To 
gain visibility and share resources, we 
are collectively creating  a newsprint cir-
cular that will be distributed throughout 

Cleveland and the inner-ring suburbs. 
We all know each other, collaborate and 
share resources, so it’s a no-brainer: 
there is power in numbers.”

The paper will be written by repre-
sentatives from each organization with 
Mike Gill of Scene Magazine advising. 
The paper’s content would detail an 
overview of each visual arts organiza-
tion as a way to both share this informa-
tion between the organizations as well 
as aid each organization in outreaching 
to another’s audience and vice versa. 

CAN will have a distribution of 
10,000 and will be available at each 
participating organization’s location 
and other locations around the region 
in January. 

The journal is funded by The Ohio 
Arts Council and the participating 
organizations. 

Visual arts organizations create 
new publication

Back Row: Andrea Joki, Heights Art; Deb Pintner, Orange Art Center; Amy Craft, 
Arts Collinwood; Linda Merriam, Art Therapy Studio. Front Row: Nancy Heaton, 
BAYarts; Liz Maugans, Zygote; Christy Gray, RedDot; Ann Albano, The Sculpture 
Center; Mike Gill, Scene Magazine.

by Erin Stack

It’s not many 
artists who 
can have a 

gallery show in 
a gallery named 
after them. But 
Dianne Bold-
man, who has 
been teaching 
watercolor Tues-
day mornings 
and evenings for 
close to 35 years 
at BAYarts (start-
ing way back when when 
it was named Baycrafters) 
will have a solo show in the 
appropriately named Dianne 
Boldman Gallery beginning 
this month.

On the anniversary of 
her 30th year of teaching, her 
students showed their admi-
ration and appreciation by 
funding the Dianne Boldman 
Gallery located in the Hun-
tington House on the BAYarts 
campus. Now that the new Sul-
livan Family Gallery has opened in the 
restored Fuller House, the Boldman Gal-
lery is devoted to shows of BAYarts educa-
tors, students as well as for fundraisers for 
the BAYarts education programs.

Beginning with an opening recep-
tion from 7-9 p.m. on Sept. 9, a retrospec-
tive of Dianne’s work will be on display 
through Sept. 30 during BAYarts regular 
business hours. For more information, 
visit bayarts.net or call 440-871-6543. 

Dianne Boldman’s ‘Memories’ 
on display at BAYarts

Dianne Boldman’s “Winter Landscape”

Dianne Boldman has taught watercolor painting for 35 years.

by Sandra Prochaska

Locally, the Northern 
Ohio Blood Services 
Region of the Ameri-

can Red Cross serves 57 hos-
pitals. To maintain an ample 
supply, nearly 900 pints of 
blood must be collected 
every day.

Over the years, we have 
seen many of the same faces 
donate blood on a regular 
basis. Many of these donors 
have given the gift of life 
throughout their lifetime 
and we acknowledged one 
of these donors at the West-
lake Porter Public Library on 
Monday, August 29. 

We call this tribute our 
Hall of Fame blood drive 
and this year we recognized 
Joseph Griffin of Rocky River who has 
given 203 blood donations. Andrew 
Mangels, Library Director, presented 
Mr. Griffin with a certificate, donor pin 
and special letter from the American 
Red Cross.

When asking Joe how he started 
giving blood he comments that he start-
ed when he was 20 years old. He said 
his a friend’s wife needed blood during 
delivery of their baby and it just seemed 
to become a habit for him thereafter. 
Mr. Griffin also gave blood many years 

ago when he worked downtown at the 
3rd Street Annex Building. 

He said the Red Cross would often 
call him since he has O-type blood and 
this type is always in demand. Joe feels 
that it is so easy to give blood and if you 
have never done it, you should consider 
it. He went on to say that “although you 
usually do not know who is getting the 
blood, you always know you are helping 
someone who is in need.”

Thank you Mr. Joe Griffin and 
thanks to all those blood donors for 
taking the time to give the gift of life! 

Hall of Fame Blood Drive held at 
Westlake Porter Public Library

Joe Griffin donates his 203rd pint of blood at 
a Red Cross Hall of Fame blood drive held in 
his honor at Porter Library on August 29.

SOLD O
UT!

Thank You!

 

  

Big interview coming up?

Is your resume flawless?

Planning a child’s birthday party?

Looking for a new family pet?

Do you have this year’s 
school supplies yet?

Check With Nicole 
can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com
or call 440.212.9588

Check With Nicole

Big interview coming up?
Is your resume flawless?
Planning a child’s birthday party?
Looking for a new family pet?
Need to plan a bachelorette party?

Check With Nicole
  can help you today!
visit: www.checkwithnicole.com or call 440.212.9588

Check With Nicole
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Now serving 
breafast all day 

Check out our daily specials 
Dover Commons Plaza
660 Dover Center Rd.

(next to Kiddie Kollege)

440-835-9011
M-F 7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-8pm
Breakfast 8am-2pm Sundays

Proud to serve the citizens of Bay!
Follow us on

HOT DIGGITY DOG, INC.
Professional Pet Care Services

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

26690 DETROIT RD. WESTLAKE  •  440-892-8080

MULCH • TOPSOIL • STONE • FIREWOOD

$10 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $100 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined 
with any other discounts. OB 

$5 
OFF
ANY PURCHASE 

OF $50 OR 
MORE

One coupon per purchase. Can not be combined 
with any other discounts. OB 

ALL PURPOSE DOUBLE SCREENED

TOPSOIL

PICK UP OR DELIVERY  •  CALL US FOR YOUR FIREWOOD NEEDS!
Mon-Sat 8:00-5:00  •  Closed Sunday    Price good for retail customers only

•KINDLING TO CORDS
•LONG BURNING
•HIGH QUALITY HARDWOODS
•CLEAN & SEASONED

FIREWOOD

THE COLD IS 
COMING!
NOW IS THE TIME FOR

Fall Funfest!Fall Funfest!
Sat. Sept. 10 - Oct. 16

7 Days a week

Oct. 22-23 & 29-30
Weekends only

(Weather Permitting)

Sat. Sept. 10 - Oct. 16
7 Days a week

Oct. 22-23 & 29-30
Weekends only

(Weather Permitting)

Come & Play!
Amusement Area

Family Fun!

Come & Play!
Amusement Area

Family Fun!

SPECIAL PRICING WITH THIS AD

NAIL Spa O

Spa 
Pedicure
Royal 
Pedicure

$28
$36

440-250-9174
624 Dover Center Rd.

(Next to Fraggapane)

Open Mon.-Fri. 9am-8pm
Sat. 9am-7pm; Sun. 11am-6pm

Exquisite and tranquil experience for less

COMMUNITY EVENTS
View more events and post your own on the Observer homepage at www.wbvobserver.com.

Sept. 7, 1-2:30 p.m.
Free Genealogical Research Session
Members of the Cuyahoga West Chapter of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society will volunteer their 
time and talents to help you navigate the various 
genealogical websites on the internet.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Sept. 9, 7-9 p.m.
BAYarts Gallery Opening
Jeff yost and Martin O’Connor: new paintings.
Sullivan Family Gallery, BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Sept. 14, 6:30-8 p.m.
FREE Compost Seminar
See the story on page 11 of this issue.
Bay Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Sept. 14, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
General Meeting of Northeast Ohio PC Club
The meeting will be a Question-and-Answer 
session directed by president Lee Gerber, who 
will answer your questions about computer 
fundamentals, software (MS Word, Excel), wire-
less networks, and more. Bring questions that 
you’ve always wanted answers to! The meeting 
is free and open to the public. The main session 
begins at 7:15 p.m., but come early, at 6:30 p.m. 
to socialize and enjoy free refreshments. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Sept. 15, 8:45 a.m.-1 p.m. OR 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Westlake Bicentennial Trolley Tour
Take a narrated ride past some of Westlake’s 
historic homes, stop in for a guided tour of the 
Clague house and have lunch at Clague Cabin. 
Two tours are available, both starting and ending 
at Clague Cabin. Tour One starts with the homes 
tour at 8:45 a.m. and ends with lunch at noon. 
Tour Two begins with lunch at 11 a.m. and will 
wrap up at 3 p.m. Lunch will include oven-roast-
ed chicken, calico beans, potato salad, deviled 
eggs, watermelon, coconut cake and strawberry 
ice cream, coffee, iced tea and lemonade. Tickets 
are $40; deadline is Sept. 9. for more information 
or to purchase tickets, call Westlake Community 
Services at 440-899-3544.
Clague Cabin, Westlake

Sept. 15, 6 p.m.
Ohio Historic Marker Dedication
Join members of the Westlake and Ohio histori-
cal societies and Westlake city officials as they 
dedicate a historic marker to Leverett Johnson 
and Evergreen Cemetery. Johnson was West-
lake’s first settler and donated the land for the 
cemetery, where over 3,800 residents are buried, 
including members of the Clague, Porter, Cooley, 
and Lilly families. Please park in the Porter road 
soccer field lot.
Evergreen Cemetery, 29535 Center Ridge Rd., 
Westlake

Sept. 17, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Habitat for Humanity Drop-off
See the story on page 4 of this issue.
BVPD parking lot, 28000 Wolf Rd.

Sept. 17 & 18, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
2nd Annual “Green Factory” Event
Explore the many ways companies are stylishly 
turning “green”! Get educated through speakers 
and vendors, plus enjoy local musical enter-
tainers: Austin Walkin’ Cane, Jane dough, The 
School of rock, dr. Mo, Zach, uptight Sugar and 
Carlos Jones. This free event, sponsored by the 
Cleveland Aquarium, has a family friendly line-up 

featuring companies who package sustain-
able products, have sustainable practices or 
promote their green message in a stylish way. 
Also included is an appearance by 2 alpacas and 
the Bay Village field Science team who will hold 
a scavenger hunt to raise funds for an upcoming 
trip to the florida Keys.
Crocker Park, Westlake

Sept. 17, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sept. 18, 11 a.m.-6 
p.m.
First Annual Crocker Park Wine Festival 
The weekend event, benefiting the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society will showcase over 100 wines 
from local, national and international produc-
ers. Enjoy musical entertainment, food, wine 
seminars, artists and various raffles throughout 
the weekend. Tickets ($20, advance; $25, door) 
include 10 tastings and a souvenir wine glass. 
Weekend passes are $30 in advance and $35 at 
the door. for tickets and more information, visit 
crockerparkwinefestival.com or call 330-256-
8704.
Crocker Park, 189 Crocker Park Blvd., Westlake

Sept. 18, 3 p.m.
Blue Water Chamber Orchestra Concert
The opening concert of the 2011-12 season is a 
performance entitled, “Germans and russians 
intermingle.”  featuring soloists from within 
the orchestra, the concert includes Mozart’s 
Symphony No. 38, “Haffner,” Schnittke’s theatrical 
“Mozart a la haydn,” and the Pulcinella Suite by 
Stravinsky.
The Breen Center for the Performing Arts, St. Ignatius 
High School, W. 30th St. and Lorain Ave., Cleveland

Sept. 18, 7-8:30 p.m.
Parenting Anxious Children
Come to a free program that will address symp-
toms of childhood anxiety, how to distinguish 
normal nervousness from an anxiety disorder, 
specific skills parents and children can use to 
lower anxiety, how anxiety effects school and 
learning, and when and how to pick a profes-
sional to help you and your child. This program 
is cosponsored by Church of the redeemer and 
the Greater Cleveland Chapter of the national 
Alliance on Mental illness (nAMi). for more 
information, call 440-331-0834.
Church of the Redeemer UCC, 23500 Center Ridge 
Rd., Westlake

Sept. 20, 7 p.m.
Cleveland’s Vanishing Sacred Architecture
See the story on page 1 of this issue.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Sept. 21, 7-8:30 p.m.
Civil War Genealogical Research
Cuyahoga County Library’s genealogical special-
ist, Joni Mihelich, will be the featured speaker 
at the monthly meeting of the Cuyahoga West 
Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society. Social 
time from 6:30-7 p.m. Free and open to the 
public.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Sept. 22, 7 p.m.
“Forks Over Knives” Movie Screening
See the story on page 4 of this issue.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Sept. 22, 7 p.m.
Author Visit: Lee Martin
See the story on page 1 of this issue.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Westlake High School commenced 
August 29 at the existing high school with a performance by the marching 
band, followed by a welcome by superintendent Dan Keenan Jr. A ceremonial 
groundbreaking with green-ribboned shovels was performed by members 
of the Citizens for Westlake Schools Bond Issue Campaign committee 
led by Cathy Axcell and Joe Kraft, the Board of Education, class of 2014 
representatives and city officials.

Westlake Schools kick off construction project


